
NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER^
THE YUCATAN INSTRUCTIONS.

The following are copies of the Instructions to

our Navy in relation to the contest waging in I uca-

tan, as recently transmitted by the President to

Congress .

Navi DtPABTME*T, Mat 15, 1848.
Sir : I have the honor, in answer to the resolution of the

Senate of the 13th instant, to transmit a copy of my cam

municat'.oni to Commodore Perry of the 8«h of March and
of the 12th instant, on the subject of giving protection to the
white population of Yucatan with the naval forces under h»

"nHL. h.v. U»n receiveJ .. .hi. .£commander or officers of the squadron in the
of a date later than the 15tb of April, ultimo. AI the com¬

munications on the subject, received from any of them, have
lymn i\l read V transmitted to ih® O0OfcU5s

I buve Hie honor U> bo, very re»pecltuUy. your obedient

.""ff WHN V. MASON.
Navt Department, Mabch 8, 1848.

felE : Your despatch. No. 125, ofthe 15th February, 1848,
with its enclosure, has been received.

Durinit' my absence from Washington a communication
was ^ived from the honorable Secretary of State, under
date 28th December, 1847, enclosuig a copy of Mr'
tin's despatch to Mr. Sierra, a commissioner from Yucatan.
I have acted under the impression that it had been communi-Lted to vou, with instructions to conform to the wishes of thePrele.ri made known to Mr Sierra. On receiving your
despatch 'l have caused inquiry to be made, and suppose that

I therefore he».n u, mU.
munition, and to send to you copies of Mt. Buchanana
letteis to the Department and to Mr. Sierra. It u de8,"\hl®
that the Yucatecos shall have the benefit of the relief which
was assured to them ; and I therefore request that youiwill
give immediate order, to carry out the proposed plan ofex-
emptina Yucatan vessel* and cargoes from payment of duty
at Laguna, as suggested in Mr. Buchanan's letter; and, as

far as it can be satisfactorily ascertained, refund
which have been collected at that place since the date of Feb¬
ruary 4, 1848, which duties would not have [oeenj exactw1
if you had received this instructionin due time, after the let-
tB TL'pVSXste^d'with regret of the ferocious and
murderous conflict now raging between the Indians andwlute.
of Yucatan. I am happy to hear of your contemplated visit
and hope that you will be able, by your presence, to exert a

favorable influence in checking the advance of ihelnd.ans to-

wards the towns and villages on the seacoast. An applica¬
tion has been made to the Department, and another by Mr.
Sierra to the President, to allow a shipment of gunpowder
to enable the whites to defend themselves in their war with
the Indians, to be landed at Sisal. I encloae ,you a copy o

xny answer. No authority can be given from the Department
to land articles contraband, without a knowledge of its neces-

. sity, and without satisfactory assurance that it will he appli¬
ed exclusively to that object. But humanity requires that the
importation should not be prevented, if you shall be satisfied
that the powder is not to be used for other or ho.tMe purpo^stowards us. If, when the vessel called the Mary Ann
shall appear oil" the coast, the Indians shall have been defeat¬ed and dispersed, and, in your opinion, the powder "houId not
be landed, you will not subject the vessel to any Penaltyor
forfeiture, but will allow her to retire without landing that
part of her cargo. If the contest still rages, and you are

satisfied that the powder will not be used against ue, you will
interpose no impediment to its being landed at feisat.
The Department has entire confidence in your discretion,

and in your judicious views of the best mode of maintaining
intercourse with Yucatan.

I am, sir, very rejpectfully, your obedient *r*.^g0Jf
Commodore M. C. Pkuhy,
Commanding Home Squadron, Gulf of Mexico.

[Confidential.]
Navt Department, Mat 12, 1848.

St* Y'our course of proceeding, in your recent viait to va¬

rious points along the cast as far as Campeachy, as reported
in your several despatches, beginning with that of the 29th of
February, has been highly satisfactory to the Department.
The deplorable condition to which the State of \ ucatan

appears to have been reduced by the ferocious and inhuman
war waged by the Indians against the Government and white
inhabitants of that State appeals most strongly to the sympa¬
thies of the civilized world, and I am gratified to perceive that
you have employed your kind offices, as well as disposed of
the limited force at your disposal, so as to give protection to
the inhabitants who are flying from their homes before a rutb-

I was very reluctant to order the "Albany ' to Laguyra,
when your force was so much weakened by the return of the
Mississippi, John Adams, Germantown, and Saratoga to the

' north ; but the despatches of Mr. Shields represented the con-

dition of our citizens and their commercial interests in > cne-

\zuela as so critical that the Piesident considered it indispensa¬
ble that a ship of war should be present to give protection, it
required. Your prompt dispatch of the Albany on that inte¬
resting service is highly approved. The Oermantown, Com¬
mander Lowndes, sailed for Vera Crux from Norfolk on the
25th of April ultimo, and the Saratoga, Commander Nichol¬
son, from the same place on the 6th instant. Commander
Nicholson has orders to touch at Aux (ayes, and to gi*e any
required protection to American interests in Hayti, and to re¬

port to you with the least poeaible delay.
The questions presented in yoor despatches are of very

grave import. I send you herewith a copy of a message
which the President deemed ittobehisduty to send to Congress,
on the second day of the present month, in regard to the af¬
fairs of Yocatan. You will perceive that he regards it as the
settled policy of the United States not to permit any coloniza¬
tion of new territory on the North American continent bv
European monarchies; and recommends to Congress that
means be placed at his disposal for the military occupation of
Yucatan, with a view to save the white population from de¬
struction by the Indian race, and to prevent the practical oc¬

currence of the question by the Yocatecoes being compelled
to receive protection from any European Power.

During the present war with Mexico, conducted on our part
with a humanity which must excite the pride of every Ameri¬
can, it has been our conrtant policy to repel rather than en¬

courage Indian depredations and incursions even on our ene¬

my i and the liberal treatment extended to ^ ucatan, as the
just reward of her neutral position, entitlee her people to the
fall benefit of this policy.

t .I am aware that, from the necessity of your holding the se¬
veral points now in yoor possession, and with your limited
force, you cannot spare the means of effective assistance, even

along the coast of Yucatan t and from the danger to wnka
the vessels would be exposed in the navigation of the Gull,
there would be great danger of their loss if their crews were

landed, even if they were in sufficient number, or prepared
with camp equipage or field artillery, for operations inland.
I have Dot, therefore, expected you to do more, with the na

?al foreee under your command, than to give protection to the
fleeing inhabitants, and, acting on the principle of my instruc¬
tion of March 8th, waiving all belligerent rights against 11 uca¬
tan as a part of Mexico, our enemy, permit munitions of war
to enter her porta, if you ere satisfied they are to be used for
the defence of the whites against the savage enemy. It wtU
be jodicioos to strengthen yoor forces at El Carmen t and, in

addition to those already sent by you to Laguns, it would ap¬
pear to rr* to be proper to send the entire detachment of ma¬
rines now at Alvarado, with instructions to repel the Indians
if the? apptoach that point; but there ii not sufficient wfC®,
nor havs you the neceessry equipment, to J®*** ¦ into
the interior. Such an operation should only be conducted by
a well-appointed military force.

Before tbe receipt of yoor despatch of the 29th of Februa¬
ry, announcing your intention to sail for Campeachy on the
next day, and communicating your purpoee in regard to any
intervention on the part of Spain, I had received despatches
from Commander Bigekrw, communicating ibecautiously-
Kuarded instructions of the small Spanish vessels of war which
were st 8,sal. I am happy to learn by your wb^uent report
that no occasion has Pre«mted iteelf for you to determine
whether the measuree of the Spanish authorities of Cuba re¬

quired interposition on your part. . ,

While the United «tstes are engaged m war with Mexico,
the actual preeence, without our consent, of the armed lorcee
of a neutral Power within the territory of oor enemy, co-ope¬
rating with any portion of the Mexican people in military
operation*, mm* he permitted. Huch a state of thing, it is

hoped will not occur. If you shotikl have reason to believe
thst it will, yoa will communicate it without delay, that the
President may take such course as his constitotionsl duty wilt

require at his bands.
.The distinguished services of Commander Bigelow are high-

jr appreciated, and you win make known to him the unquali¬
fied approbation of the Department of his ready acquiescence
in yoor request thst be remain in his command after he had
received a .permission to return home.

Your despstch of the *9th of March will be made tbe sub¬
ject of a special communication.

I sm, respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. Y. MASON.

Commodore M. C. Pr.awv,
Commanding U. 8. tqvmdran Gulfof Mucin.

T«» Awaarca* M*ft Btuaw«us..We perceive that the
newspaper statements do not conform to the telegraphic ac¬
count in filing the time of departnre from Southampton of
the iltnai Hermann. She was expected to sail on the 6th
of Msv instead of the lMh. The Vnittd Slain was adver¬
tised to sail on the 17th of May. The postponement from
the 10th of May mm in consequence of adelay in the afaips
coppering-

GENERAL SCOTT.

From the following note (pays the New Orleans
Crescent of the 8th instant) it will be seen that Gen.
Scott will not visit our city, as was anticipated.
The necessity that compels him to forego a-visit to
New (Means will be deeply regretted.by our citi¬
zens in general. The note, addressed to one of our

citizens, fully explains the reason for his departure
home direct: '

JiLiirA, (Mexico,) Afhil 28, 1818.
Mt DtkH : As I may not have time at Vera Cruz to

put pen to paper, I write now, though much fatigued and half
sick with a cold. I am.rbeing too late in the season.push¬
ing on rapidly to embark from the beach, without entering
that city, [Vera Crux ]

I have written ahead to hare ready, if possible, a vessel to

take,me directly to the Narrows, below New York, whence I
shall proceed, without entering (hut city, to my family at Eli-
zabcthtown, New Jersey.

I have karrnd on the road that some of the spirited and

patriotic citizcu* of New Orleans.including perhaps (he mu¬
nicipal authorities.are thinking of taking public notice of my
arrival among them ; and possibly there may be a few per-
aona in other places on the route to the North (inland) who
would give the long-absent soldier a passing cheer or two.

This, my dear sir, is another reason why I should hasten to

my lamily, at its home in the sequestered village fifteen miles
this side of New York; for, laboring as I am under the public
displeasure of the Executive, it would be highly improper in
me, as a soldier, to put myself in the way of provoking a

cheer or a shout from my warm hearted countrymen. Should
there be any such intention in New Orleans as I have alluded
to, please make all necessary explanations and apologies tor
me ; for I moke a'great sacrifice of feeling, to a sense of pub¬
lic duty, by avoiding on my return home some hundreds of
personal friends whom I should have the chance of gieetiug
by the inland route.

Always, ray dear , your friend,
WINFIEL1) 8C0TT.

We copy from the Vera Cruz "Free American"
the subjoined noticc of Gen. Scott's arrival at and
departure from Vera Cruz:
"On Sunday las', at about 4 o'clork P. M., the greatest

excitement that ever was recorded in ths annals of VeraCruz
existed among the American population of this city. Hurrahs
shouted from mouth U" mouth, from street to street, mode eve¬

ry one spring from their dwellings to the street, as if all were

struck with the same thought. The enthusiasm was greater
than ever we have witnessed before. Crowds of soldiers and
citizens were in a second on his passage to see him and cheer
the great man. Veteran soldiers who had followed him in the
whole course of his victories were seen to kneel and bless the
man who had led them to glory. Even crippled soldiers, dis¬
regarding their infirmities, were seen crawling through the
crowd to eee their General.

" The General alighted at the Custom-house, and there was
visited by a great number of officers and citizens. About three
quarters of an hour after bis arrival he left in Capt. Lauduin's
boat for the brig Petersburg, then in the harbor. Yesterday
evening the brig was towed out by the towboat Thompson,
and is now on her way to New York with her eminent
passenger.
" We cannot let this occasion pass without expressing our

feelings and those of the American citizens of Vera Cruz in
regard to the conduct of the Administration towards a man
who has so nobly fought for his country, and so gloriously shed
unfading lustre on our arms. The indignation is aroused in
the heart cf every American, and ihe nation, without distinc¬
tion of party, will reward true merit, and show the Adminis-
tration that intrigue cannot succeed with an enlightened people.

"Since the beginning of the war our Government has com¬
mitted acts so arbitrary that they «ill ever be a disgrace fo the
republic. Party principles havegtiided the Administration in
the wrong paths, and, while the people's feelings are mostly
excited by the glorious achievements of our troops, the Cabi¬
net at Washington, instead of liberally rewarding those who
are entitled to their thanks, degrades them, contrary to the will
of the people, and that to suit thl views of a few individuals
who seek the Presidency and fear he popularity which some
of the heroes of this war have gaiqed.
"We are not enemies of the Administration ; we have

given oar vote tor it in 1844 ; but we cannot pardon ingrati¬
tude, especially when it involves tbe nation against its will."
The American Star (published in the city of

Mexico) states, in its number of the 23d ultimo,
that on the departure of Gen« Scott from that city
the warmest demonstrations of affection were lavish¬
ed on him by his late companions in arms :,
" Yesterday morning his friends.and their name is legion.

assembled on the street IronUng his dwelling, and, as he was
too much overcome to receive them all, those who had not
the happiness of shaking him by the hand were glad to get a

sight of bim as he departed. Those who had not even the
chance of seeing him mounted their horses and followed him
on the road, determined that he who bad led them from vic¬
tory to victory should not leave tbe vslley of bis great opera¬
tions without one adieu. Around his carriage.for be was
too much exhausted by his late bea»y labors and the emotions
of parting with his brothers in arms to ride on horseback.
as ii proceeded along tbe causeway to El Penon, the officers
crowded, and as fast as one could give the . God bless you,
General,' and Call back, his plsce was supplied by another,
and so the adiens continued lor a long way on the road.
" But the most affecting scene of all was when he left his

house- The rifle guard was drawn up to receive him, and
as he passed they presented arms to their beloved commander
for the last time ; they shed tears like children, and eo affect¬
ed was the old hero that he could scarce get into the car¬

riage."
Gencbal Scott having arrived at Vera Cruz on the 30th

ult., immediately embarked on the brig Peterthurg for New
York. He was ssluted, on lesving the shore, by tbe flag
ship Cumberland and from tbe batteries at Fort Conception.
The Commodore in command of tbe fleet also waited on him.
The Peterthurg was towed to sea on the 1st instant, by the
propeller Tkomptnn. On psssing the United States ship
Cumberland and the store-ship Relief, the rigging of each
was crowded with men, who gave the veteran warrior three
hearty cheers.

In the New Orleans papers received since the
above was in type we find Uie annexed formal cor*
resnondence on the subject between the General
and the Mayor of New Orleans:

Matsfbaltt or Naw Obliabs, April 20, 1848.
Gerbbal: Tbe agreeable duty has devolved on me, in

compliance with ^solution* of the Municipal Council*, to
tender to you, on behalf of jour fellow citizens, tbe people of
New Orleans, the hospitalities of the city, and to invite yon,
during your sojourn with us, to become tbe City's Goest.

In communicating to you this evidence of the high regard
and affection with which you are held by the people of this
city, I shall forbear to dilate on the great and brilliant eervicee
rendered by you in the campaign of Mexico^ by which you
have added so mach to tbe glory and renown of our country.
They are indelibly impressed on tbe hearts of your countrymen.

Permit me to add that I entertain, in common with my fel¬
low citizens, those sentiments of admiration and regard which
have prompted this welcome on your return to your country.

I have lite honor to be, with distinguished consideration,
jour friend snd fellow-citiaen,

A. D. ( ROHeMArr, JWeyor.
To Major General Wibtiilp Scott.

Bate Petebsbvbh, Vbba Carx, Mat 1, 1848.
Sib Approaching the harbor I had the honor to receive

your note of tbe 20th ultimo, tendering to me, in the band-
someet terms, on behalf of tbe Municipal Councils and the
People of New Oileana, the boepitalities of the city in case I
should pass op the Mississippi river. I am infinitely obliged
to my spirited and patriotic countrymen of New Orleans for
this distinguished mark of regard, which will ever be cher¬
ished as one of the moet precious that an old public aervant
received for his ardent endeavors to aerve a great and grateful
country. Louisiana and her beautiful capital being the near¬
est to tbe reoent theatre of war, has nobly done tbe honors of
the whole United States towards my gallant brother officers
and soldiers who have preceded me in their return from the
field i and it is with deep regret tba< I, too.blending my own
small services with the great aus of military distinction re¬

cently acqoired.cannot participate in the dietribution of kind¬
ness from tbe same liberal bam*. But, sir, I am laboring un¬
der the public displeasure of the President of the United
States, and, as a soldier, .lulitl to constitutions! authority, I
may not, for tbe time, obtrude myself upon my partial coun¬

trymen, or make any personal movement it may be in my
power to avoid, that might (fovoke their greetings. I am,
therefoie, already embarked fotoneof our Northern ports, tbe
nearest to my family, and shall, in reUrement, await the fur¬
ther order* of the War IfepartgMnt.
With great respect and e4rem, I remain, sir, faithfully

I
yours,WINFIELl) SCOTT.

His Honor A. D. Caossw^n, Mayor of New Orleana.
In pursuance of Gen. Srofr's determination neither to

court nor receive any public demonstration whilst remaining
unler the displeasure of tbe 4recutive, the Picayune states
that " on bis journey from the 4ty of Mexico he forbade even
a puMie reception by tbe mUita^ at the various poets through
which he passed. The soldiers'..amed out every where, and
as individuals paid him the resp^t which, as organised corps,

II tbej were not allowed to do."

I
IMPORTANT FROM YUCATAN.

Accounts heretofore received from the peninsula
of Yucatan represented that Jacinto Pat, the prin¬
cipal chief ol the revolted Indians, was negotiating
with the Governmfiut for an adjustment of their dif¬
ficulties, but was regarded with suspicion, because,
while he was offering to lay down his arms for cer¬

tain considerations and indemnities, Ckcilio Ehi,
another chief, was desolating the couutry. The
Government, however, had gone so lar as to direct
all Indians imprisoned on account of insurrections
to be set at large, and all criminal prosecutions
against Indians for the same offence to be diecon- j
tinued; and, in an action which took place on

the 13th April, between some three hundred Indians
of Ehi's division and the Yucatecos, the latter suc¬

ceeded in putting the Indians to rout, after killing
and wounding a third ol their number.

It now appears, by the latest intelligence from
Yucatan, contained in the Vera Cruz " Arco Iris"
of the 3d instant, that the negotiations above refer¬
red to have resulted, at least, in a temporary settle¬
ment of the existing differences between the hostile
races. The Spaniards, it seems, have conceded
every point demanded by the Indians: yet, not¬

withstanding this, the letter indicates that some of
the tribes are much dissatisfied with the treaty.

CORRESPONDENCE OF THE VERA CBCZ ABCO IBIS.

Campeacht, Apbil 25, 1848.
II Dbah Bib I take this opportunity of communicating to

you the most important news.
ii The country becomes every day in a worse condition ;

and if, in four months, foreign aid does not arrive, Yucatan
will not survive. The negotiation# which have been con¬

cluded with the Chief Pat will only serve us momentarily.
The treaty run» in this wise Pat, at the instance of his
friends, signed article* highly degrading to the whites and
their Government. Pat is to be Governor during life of
the Indians. Don Barbachiho is to be Governor of the
whites during life. Twenty-five hundred guns, token from
the Indians previous to the war, are to be returned to Pat.
All debts due by the Indians are to be remitted. The uncul¬
tivated lands which had been sold by the Government shall
bccome common property. There shall not be any personal
contribution in Yucatan. The right of estola is abolished.
" The other Indian chief*, however, deny that Pat had any

right to make this treaty. His troope are abandoning him,
and committing the worst sort of excesses. This army, it is
thought, will soon take Izimel, which they were besieging.

««I ought also to tell you that Pat says he has sent emis¬
saries to other parts of the Republic of Mexico to promote in¬
surrection ; and they having returned, he, from their state¬

ments, anticipated the greatest success."
[This seems to corroborate the intimation made previously

in our columns, that the Indian insurrections in Ban Luis
Potosi and Guadalajara were connected with the Yucatan
revolt..Arco Irit.]

THE YUCATAN QUESTION.
.

The journal from which we extract the following
remarks is not only not unfriendly to the present
Administration, but has habitually co-operated with
it in its leading measures :

FBO* THE PHILADELPHIA PUBLIC LEDGER OF MAT 15.
We do not understand these accounts from Yucatan. 1 he

whole population does not exceed 500,000, of which not

more than 300,000 aie Indians. How those 300,000 can

raif-e an army of 50,000 is beyond our comprehension. And
if the whites are flying before them without the slightest re¬

sistance, what a cowardly jx-ople they must be. And as four po¬
pulous State*, Tabasco, Chiapas, Yeia Crux, and Oaxaca, con¬

taining an aggregate of 975,000 people, are near \ ucatan, can

it obtain no aid from Mexico ' Some of these accounts must
be erroneously exaggerated. The whole affair seems design¬
ed for partisan speeches, and we regret that the President sent

any message upon it. All this fuss and delay would have
been prevented had he ordered a portion of our ships and
troops to Yucatan without asking any questions. Then, if
we could not shake Mexico ott, »¦ *». probably earnest, Yu¬
catan would stick with it, and make no great difference ; and
if we had a peace with Mexico, and abandoned the country,
VQfstan would be included in the abandonment- And this
would have settled the question of English occupation ; for,
if we were in possession, the English would not interfere. If

they should now interfere and occupy, how shall we help our¬

selves ' The whole seems like very clumsy management, or

some insincere partisan trick to affect the pending election.

It is asked whether, if we seize or occupy ^ uca¬

tan, we will not be brought into conflict with Great
Britain, for she has already got possession of the
best part of Yucatan, the Belize. This is no new

matter; the British have long had establishments
there for cutting logwood, 6cc. By a treaty made
in 1783 Great Britain'obtained the right to cut log¬
wood at Honduras, to build towns, and to reside
permanently there. It is by her naval forces that
she is to annoy our commerce in the Gulf, and
she has already obuined possession of the best part
of Yucatan. The question is, whether we shall
undertake to drive her out of it. It is rather a gtave
matter, and it might be found a hard job. The
state of things we deprecate might be hastened by
it. The proper course in regard to the matter would
seem to be for the United States to co-operate with
the Spanish and British authorities of Cuba, Jamai¬
ca, Slc. in lending temporary assistance to the
Yucatecos..Correspondence Jour, of Com.
The plea urged to justify intermeddling in the

affairs of Yucatan, that Great Britain will seize the
territory, is pure humbug. This was the plea used
in the annexation of Texas, and it is brought forth
on all occasions. England has enough at home to

occupy her attention, without seeking to grasp Yu¬
catan or the Island of Cuba.

There seems to be an inveteracy of feeling
England, with certain politicians in the United
States, which can never be satisfied until the two
nations are brought into collision ; and hence they
are always harping on her ambition, and calling
upon our Government to beware. We bid fair to
exhibit as mnch ambition as Great Britain or any
other Pow». ; *twlthe politician* who uffcvt to dread
that she will seize upon Yucatan, hare no doubt an

eye to the annexation of that province to the United
States. Our policy is to preserve peace with every
nation, and to let each attend to ita own internal
concerns. If we pursue this wise and prudent
course, we shall progress in improvement and pros,
perity; if not, we may have wars enough on our
hands.-.Baltimore Clipper.

««Mr.xifo is s dead carcaaa, to which we have, unfortu-
nately, perhaps, for ourselves, become attached, but which
we cannot abake off, and which it is our deatiny to revivify,
or perish in the embrace.".Journal of Comment.

This is the old sermon of national conquest,
preached by tyrants and despots in the darkest
periods ol human history. Has England revivified
Ireland? Have the Allied Powers revivified Po¬
land ? Have the Turks improved Palestine and
Egypt ? Or have we civilized and reformed the
American Indians! No! Mexico is not a dead
carcass. I<et our proud eagle forbear to prey upon
the stricken foe. She is a sitter republic! Do
not tear out her vitals! Save her, that she may
rise again, as one of the nations of the earth, to be¬
come a monument of American forbearance and
magnanimity.-.iV. V. Morning Gazette.
Tan I.at* Fta* at Ditikit..The Detroit Daily Adver¬

tiser of the lfth instant has a statement of the losers by the
great firs on tba 9th, compiled by a committee consisting of
the Mayor, two Aldermen, and the City Surveyor, from
which ws learn that the whole lose is about #400,000, and
that " the number of dwellings burnt wse 107, with about
the same number of stores, groceries, shops, and bsrna,
covering a fraction over tan acres of ground, thickly settled,
built up mostly of small wooden boiklinga, generally on leased
land."

TO THE EDITORS.

C Sritit, Mat 14, 1848
Gentlemev : We read in the National Intelli¬

gencer of May 9th as follows :

"Th'e 1 mted States sloop of war Portsmouth, Cotnmnn-
ilar Montgomery, arrived in Boston on Friday from the Pa-
cific ocean.
" Commander Montgomery statu that the Britiab frigate

Herald and the l>ig Pandora are engaged in making a new

survey of the gulf and coast of California.
"The whale ship Hope, of Providei.ce, (R I ) wm re-

ceotly lost on the coast inconsequence cf an error in tbe cbait*
now in general use, which locate the coaat and inland* from
Monterey to Caj* San Lucas from fifteen to lorty miles too
far io the castward."
On reading thia notice in your paper J have to aay that the

crr#r in question has already been detected by Mr. Fremont,
and corrected in hit) map of Oregon and Upper California,
now in a course of preparation, and nearly ready to be laid
before the Senate, by whom its construction waa ordered. In
hid last expedition Mr. Phbnont made a series of astronomi¬
cal observations across the continent, terminating at Santa
Cruz, near Anno ftuevo, the northwestern point of the Bay
of Monterey. It was found, on laying down these positions
on his map, that the west end of the line went beyond the
coast, as given in Vancouver's charts, (the basis ofall in use,)
and that it projected ten miles into the sea. Hi* own map
wa^ immediately corrected accordingly, plucing the coast ana

islands of Upper California ten miles further weat.
Mr. Fhemost's observations were made in tbe winter and

spring of 1845 and 1846. They were calculated by Prof.
Hcbhabd, of the Washington City Observatory, during the
past winter; and were laid down on his map "by Mr. Cms.
PaECSs in February last.

This map, with a memoir to illustrate it, and the calcula¬
tions of Prof. Hcbbahd, will be laid before the Senate in a

few days.
Respectfully, gentlemen, your obedient servant,

THOMAS H. BENTON.

POLITICS OF THE 1)AV.

IHOM TBE JTKW TOBK EXPRESS OF FRIDAY LAST.

The " Globe" has an important article upon the
forthcoming National Convention, which seems to
mean much. It begins by noticing the way in
which Mr. Van Buren, in 1844, was shuffled out
of the then Baltimore Convention, and adds that!
the feeling of the then New York Democrats was
that they would never again enter a National Con-
vention. That feeling, however, has been recon-
sidered. But if the Hunker delegates are admitted
there now, and the Barnburners shut out, the latter
then owe no duties to the Convention, and " the
Democracy of the State will be left without a can¬
didate for President and Vice President." But,
continues the Globe.[the important matter
" The name result may be produced in a different mode.

The Democracy ofNew York have avowed their unqualified
and uncompromising resistance to the extension of slavery to
lands where it does not now exist. The Democracy of Vir¬
ginia, Alabama, Georgia, and South Carolina have declared
their conviction that slavery exists by law in all toritoriea of the
United States, in defiance of any legislation by Congress or
the people of the territories, and their determination under no

necessity whatever to support any man for President or Vice
President who does not openly and publicly proclaim this to
be his conviction.
" If, then, the delegates from these States coincide in three

views, no National Convention can assemble at Baltimore,
because'the basis of a National Convention is, as we have
already said, a uniformity of views with regard to political
questions, and the object of the consultation is a surrender of
mere personal preferences. It assumes, therefore, that every
member of the party which is represented in the Convention
is entitled to the support of all; and of ccurse the Democrats
of New York cannot voluntarily enter a Convention with those
wbo pronounce ineligible to office not only them, but every
intelligent and recj>ectable fieeman of the North and the West.
Conferences may take place at Baltimore, communion and
interchange of sentiment and good wishes, but a National
Convention as heretofore organized cannot be composed of the
elements we have described. In any event, therefore, it teems
now to be certain that no national nomination can be made at
Baltimore. Under these circumstances it is a gratifying re¬

flection that a regular Democratic State Convention is to as¬
semble at Utica on the 13th of September, and that on* of,
the principal duties with which that Convention is charged is
to nominate the regular Democratic Electoral Ticket for the
State of New York. This is the appropriate lime, and mode
also, of nominating the candidates for President and Vice
President. The electoral ticket has always been nominated
in this way, and natiooa! nominations having been previously
made, it has been usual to approve of such nominations, and
to pledge the electoral ticket to their support. In like manner,
next fall, we presume, if any nomination* are previously made
which are worthy of the support of the Dcmocrata of this Slate,
those nominations will be concurred in at the regular Demo¬
cratic State Convention. If not, it will not require a great
effort of intelligence or originality to select from tbe thousands
of upright and faithful men in the United States candidates to
be supported by the Democracy of this State for the office of
President and Vice President"

An Eifebition to Yccatab in proposed by Col. Antho
ny King, who wishes to raise a force of two thousand men-

He is familiar with the country, and will answer all inquiries
al American Hall, corner of Broadway and Grand streets,
New York. Col. K. states that he has six hundred men en¬

rolled, and is iookivg fob advices fbo* Washington.
[Hew York paper.

Who authorized Col. Anthony King to raise such
an expedition, and what has become of General
George Washington Dixon's famous expedition to
the same country..Philadelphia Lidger.
Recewt Death* at Veba Cbi e..We copy' from the

Free American the following report of deaths at the General
Hospital at Vera Crux for the half month ending on the 16th
of April:
Regulars.John Henderson, Richard T. Avery, Meal*

McPeake, James P. Allen, Wm. McSbane, Jeremiah Wil
liains, Jacob Oake, Lieutenant Gray, 13th infantry ; Nel¬
son C. Slater, Wm. Ryder, Geo. Sidlinger, Joshua D. Holt,
Joseph Morris, John W. Steward, Casper Bate*, Wm. Bry-!
aat, Geo. Seilling, John Setter, F. Hchlem.

Volunteer*..Henry Clark, Joseph Differt, David High,
Wdl Thatcher, John C. Ward.

The 8cspE*sioir Bbidob at Niaaaba.-.This Bridge,
Says the lrit, will have a span of 900 feet, be 230 feet high
from the water, and be 38 feet wide, affording two carriage
trackx, two ndewslks, and a track fot the railroad ears. At
each end will be two solid stone towers for supporting the
tables, 68 feet in height and 14 fret square at the base. The
bridge will he suspended on sixteen cables, each of600 No. 10
wires, firmly secured in deep pita drilled into the solid rock.
When completed it is to be capable of sustaining a weight of
200 ton* in the centra. The calculated power of ten*inn of
the Wire* u 6,500 too* Tlir COM of the whole work is not

to eftwrd f190,000. Mr. BrcaaWAff thinks it wil come
within $145,000. The bit also statee that the contract with
the Railroad Company will pay the proprietors of thr bridge
8 per cent, upon their investment, so that the stock can hardly
fail tobe profitable.:i A WHOLE FAMILY BUTCHERED'

Extra from the office of the Eastern Times contains the
.utyflAwd particular* of a most unnatural and shocking tra-
K«dy,
the t< v

!¦«.»

leavin
of the

which was enacted on'the night of the 11th instant, in
a of Edgecomh, about five miles from Wi«caawt vil¬

li the State of Maine ;

"A man named Pi-vkha*.we hare not learned hit chris¬
tian a ae.about forty-five years of age, by occupation a ahip.
carpei ler, with k sharp axe completely ikcapitaled hu v*J«
una/ r children, the oldett child about twelve year* ot age.

the head* hanging to the bodiea only by a amall portion
it most effectually witht and then cut hit own throat

r*r« t, The houae standing some distance from other
dwellings, the awful deed was not diacovercd until tome time
on Frifcy when he mother of the roan, having occasion to
visit t! house, found the inmates in the horrible titustion
tcribet .not a soul being left to tell the tale of blood. Bat
the ma ||ed victim! of a lather'a madness, the fatal axe, the
marks f blood npon the floor, the father't throat, and the
open n ror, diteloaed an awful tale s while a paper, found on
the prfeisrs, in the joint handwriting of the parents* re¬
vealed eondition ol mind which shows how fearfully appal¬
ling an the fruits of religiout error.
" It ^peara that Mr. and Mr* I'inkham had been vietirna

of the Miller ' delution, but tne full force of itt < ruthing in-
fluenee upon their spirits aeemt not to have been tut|>eetaa by
other*. The paper to which we have referred.an exact copy
of whh wat teen by our informant.ontained a itatcment in
the haafwritiiw of Mra. P., followed by another by her hua-
band, Mting forth that the)* had tiecome tired of life; that
them w i nothing in prospect for them worth living for, and
that they had mutually agreed upon the destruction of them-

Iheir children, and requesting that their bodiea
itted in a atone t mb.
when foond, was in bed, partially undressed,
as though awake at the moment of decapitation,
were also ia bed, probably sleeping, uocoasaioaf

selves
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LETTERS FROM THE ALLEGHANY MOUNTA N».

COBHStruVOBMCK 0» Till * ATIOJf AL I XT*ttI«**C II I.

Clurktviile, Hubertham county, Georgia,
April 96, 18-1 J.

The liule village where I am now staying is decidedl ibe
mo*t interesting iu tlie northern part of Georgia. Th re w

nothing particularly line about its buildings, and it only con¬

tains some three hundred inhabitants, but it command* a nag-
niticent prospect of two ranges of the Alleghany moun »ins.
It is remarkable for the healthfuluese of its climate, and . the
suramei resort of between forty and fifty of (he most w« ilthy
and accomplished fumilira of Georgia and South Caiolii », a

numlier of whom have erected and are erecting elegant < oun-

trv seats in it* immediate vicinity. It contains a ml

spring, which ie said to have saved the lives of many iiv
i.als , and it patronizes two hotels, wheie the tourist ma
tain all the luxuries of the North as well as the South, nd in
a style which must gratify and astonish him, when he re nem-

licrs that he has reached the end of carriage travelling,
on the confines of an almost impassable wilderness,
water-power in its neighborhood would supply at leai (
factories, and it yields more than a sufficient quantity a'
ore to furnish constant employment to an extensive stm

establishment and furnace. Its soil is of the l>est quality, and
yields in great abundance every variety of produce pecuiar to
a temperate climate. But the chief attraction of Clarldville
is, that it is the centre of some of the most romantic sanery
in the world, and the stopping-place for all those wh^ visit
Nacoocfcee valley, Yoneh Mountain, the l'uccoah Cascade,
Tallulah Falls, and Tray Mountain. The first two curiosi¬
ties alluded to have already been described, and I now purpose
to introduce to my reader the peculiar and beautiful Cascade
of Tuccoah, reserving the two other marvels of nature for fu¬
ture letters.
The Tuccoah is a very small stream.a mere brooklet and

for the'"most part is not at all distinguished for any other qual¬
ity than those belonging to a thousand other sparkling streams
of this region ; but, in its ocean-ward course, it performs one

ieap which has given it a reputation. On account of this le<y
the aborigines christened it with the name of Tuccoah, or the
beautiful. To see this cascade, in your mind's eye, (and I
here partly quote the language of one who coul^ fully appre¬
ciate its beauty,) imagine a sheer precipice of gray and rugged
rock, one hundred and eighty-six feet high, with a little quiet
lake at its base, surrounded by sloping masses of granite and
tall shadowy trees. From the overhanging lips of this cliff,
aloft, between your upturned eyea and the sky comes a softly
flowing stream. After making a joyous leap it breaks into a

shower of heavy spray, and scatters it* drops more and more

widely and minute, until, in little more than a drizxhng mist,
it scatters the smooth, moss-covered stones lying immediately
beneath. AH the wny up the sides of this precipice cling,
wherever space is afforded, #

little tufts of moss and delicate
vines and creepers, contrasting beautifully with the solid gran
ite. There is no stunniog noise of falling waters, but only a

drippinz, pattering, pl&fhing in the lake; a murmuring sound,
which must be very grateful during the noontide heat of a

summer day. There comea also a soft cool breeze, constantly
from the foot of the precipice, caused by the falling shower,
and this ripples the surface of the pcol and gently agitates the
leaves around and overhead.

Connected with the Cascade of Tuccoah is an Indian tra¬

dition, which was related to me by a gentleman connected
with the Georgia University, who obtained it from a Chero¬
kee Chief. The occurrence is said to be well authenticated,
aqd runneth in this wise : A short time previous to the Revo¬
lution the Cherokees were waging a very bitter warfare against
a powerful tribe of Indians who dwelt in tho country of the
Potomac. J)uring one of their pitched battles it so happened
that the Cherokees made captive about a dozen of their ene¬
mies, whom they brought into their own country safely bound.
Their intention was to sacrifice the prisoners; but, as they
wished the ceremony to be particularly imposing, on account
of the fame of the captives, it was resolved to postpone the
sacrifice until the following moon. In the mean time the
Cherokee braves went forth to battle again, while the prison¬
ers, now more security bound than ever, were left in a large
wigwam near Tuccoah, iu the especial charge of an old wo¬

man, who wax noted for her savage patriotism.
Day followed day, and, as the unfortunate enemies lay in

the lodge of the old woman, she dealt out to them a scanty
eupply of food and water. They besought the wotnau to re¬

lease them, and otiered her the moat valuable of Indian bribes,
but she held her tongoe and remained faithful to her trust. It
was now the morning of a pleasant day, when an Indian boy
called at the door of the old woman's lodge and told her that
he had seen a party of their enemies in a neighboring valley,
and he thought it probable that they had come to reecue their
fellows. The woman heard this intelligence in silence, but
bit her lip in anger and defiance. On re-entering her lodge
another appeal for freedom was made, and the prisoners were

delighted to see a smile playing upon the countenance of their
keeper. She told them abe had relented, and was willing to

let them escape their promised doom, but it must be on certain
conditiona. They were first to give into her hands all their
personal eflects, which she would bury undeT the lodge. She
did not wish lo be discovered, and they must therefore depart
at the dead of night. She did not wish them to know how
to find their way back to the lodge, whence they might see fit
to taktf awjy her reward, and she therefore deaired that they
should be blindfolded, and consent lo her leading them about
two through a thick wood, into an open country, when
she would release them. The prisoners gladly consented i

tnd, while they were suffering themselves to be atripped of
their tobes and weapona, a heavy cloud canopied theaky, as if

heralding a storm. At the hour of midnight loud penis of
thunder bellowed through the firmament, and terribly flashed
the lightning. The night and the contemplated deed were ad¬
mirably suited, thought the warriors, and *f thought the wo¬

man also. 8he placed leathern bands around the eyes of bcr
captive* ; and, having severed the thongs which confined their
feet, bade them follow whither she might lead. They were

connected with each other by iron withs and ao the waman
led them to their promised freedom. Int'»cal% and winding,
and tedious was the way i but not a mum urwm MMnrod, nor

a word spoken. Now has the strange ;>tocewion ranched a

level spot of earth, and the men step p^nidly M their way.
Now have they reached the precipice of Tnccoah i and, as

the woman walks to the very edge, she makann sadden wheel,
and, one after the other, are the poor »p*h®n InMcfced into
the abyss below. A loud wail of triumph echoes through tbe
air from the lipe of the woman-fiend, andj with the g'oans of
tbe dying in her eara, and tbe very lightning in her path, does
she retrace her steps to her lodge to seek gfcpenfc and then on

the morrow to proclaim her cruel and uuuntatel deorf
In the bottom of the Tuceoah pool may now he gathered

small fragments of a white material, reeeraMing soap stone,
and many people allege that these are the tameius of the In¬
dian captives who perished at the foot of tbe precipice.

Tallulah Fall*, Georgim, Spril *8, UH8.
Aa a natural ruriosity the Fallt of TaOatnh are on a par

with the River Saguenay and the FaBi of Niagara. They
had been desenbed to me in the moat glowing and enthusiastic
manner, and yet the reality for exceeda the seen which I had
conceived. They have filled me with artMtahm. and crea¬

ted a feeling strong enough almoet to inflfcv me to remain
within bearing of their roar forever.
The Cherokee word Tallulah at Tartur -ignifirs the

terrible, and was originally applied to Um §*e of that name

on account of it» fearful falla. This ris*»r.ee« among the

Alleghany mountaina, and is a tributary n#tb> ^ ivannah. lis
entire couree lies through a mountain land, a a every par-
ticular it ia a mountain stresm, narrow*, de clear, cold,
and subject to every vsriety of mood. Dferir , he first half
of its csreer it winds among the hills aa f in easy joy, ind
then for several miles it wears a placid afpeo ,ce, and you
can scarcely hear tbe murmur of ite waters. >oon, tiring of
this peaceful coma, however, it narrows it If for an ap¬
proaching contest, and rune through a (fees , whose wslls,
about four miles in length, are for the rant p#t perpendicu¬
lar } ami, after making within the space < fh» '"a mile a num¬

ber of leaps as the chasm deepens, it Ml Its nto a turbulent
and angry mood, and ao continoea for a u. and a half fur¬
ther, until it leavee the chasm and ragaifttiu won,ed rh,r>c'
tar. The Falla of Tallulah, property (Making, are five in
number, and have been chrietMMd Lorfafe, Vemptsta, Octa-
no, Honron, and the Serpentine. TM| ae»eral heights are

said to be forty-flea feet, one hundred, ofa^fcandrfJ and twen¬

ty, fifty, and thirty tot, making, fa c^grtioo with the ac-

| companying rapid*, a descent of at least four hundred feet
within the apace of halt" a mile. At this point ilia stream is
particularly winding, and the clifla of aoiid granite en either
side, which are perpendicular, vary in height from *u huc-
died to nine hundred feet, while the mountains which back
the cliffs reach an elevutiuu of perhaps fifteen hundred foet.
Many of the |km>U are very large and very deep, and the
wall* and roc Its in their immediate vicinity are always green
with the moat luxuriant of mosses. The vegetation of the
whole chasm in in fact particularly rich and varied ; lor you
may here find not only the pine, but specimen* of every variety
of the more tender trees, together with lichen*, and vines and
flowers, which would keep the botanist employed for half a

century. Up to the present time only four paths have been
discovered loading to the margin of the water, and to muke
either u! these descents requires much of the nerve and cour¬

age of the samphire-gatherer. Through this immense gorge a

strong wind is ever blowing, and the sunlight never fans upon
the cataracts without farming beautiful rainbows, which con¬
trast strangely with the surrounding gloom and horror ; and
the roar of the waterfalls, eternally ascending to the sky, come*
to the ear like the voice of God calling upon man to wonder
and admire.
Of the more peculiar features which I have met with in the

Tallulah chasm the following are the only onea which have
yet l>een christened, viz ; the Devil's Pulpit, the Devil's
Dwelling, the Eagle's Nest, the Deer Leap, Hawthorn's
Pool, and Uanck's Sliding Place.

The Devil's Pulpit is a double-headed and exceedingly
ragged clii£ which actually bangs over the ravine, and estima¬
ted to be over six hundred feet high. While standing upon
the brow of this precipice I saw a number of buzzards sitting
upon the rocks below, and appearing like a flock of black birds.
While looking at them the thought came into my mind that I
would startle them from their fancied security by throwing a

stone among them. I did throw the stone, and with all my
might too, but, instead of going acroea the ravine, as I sup¬
posed it would, it fell out of my sight, and apparently at the
very base of the cliff upon which I waa standing. This little
incident gave me a realizing sense of the immense width and
depth of the chasm. While upon this cliff also, with my
arms clasped around a small pine tree, an eagle came sailing up
the chasm in mid air, and, as he cast his eye upward at my
insignificant form, he uttered a loud shriek as if in anger at

my temerity, and continued on his way, swooping above the
spray of the waterfall*.
The Devil's Dwelling is a cava of soma twenty feet in

depth, which occupies a conspicuous place near the summit of
a precipice overlooking the Honcon Fall. Near its outlet is
a singular rock, which reaemblea (from the opposite side of
the gorge) the figure of a woman in a sitting posture, who
is said to be the wife or better-half of the devil. I not believe
this story, and cannot therefore endorae the prevailing opinion.
The bugle's Nest is a rock which projects from the brow of

a cliff reputed to be s&ven hundred feet high, and perpendicu¬
lar. The finest view of this point ia from the margin of the
witer, where it is grand beyond compare. To describe it
with the pen wore utterly impossible, but it waa just such a

scene as would have delighted the lamented Colk, and by a

kindred genius alone can it ever be placed on the canvass.

The Deer Leap is the highest cliff in the whole chasmf
measuring about nine hundred feet, and differs from its fel¬
lows in two particulars. From summit to bottom it is almoat
without a fissure or an evergreen, and remarkably smooth ;

and over it, in the most beautiful manner imaginable, tumble*
a tiny stream, which scatters upon the rocks below with infi¬
nite prodigality ; the purest of diamonds and pearls appearing
to be woven into wreaths of foam. It obtained its name from
he circumstance that a deer was once pursued to this point by
hound, and in its terror, cleared a pathway through the air,

and perished in the depths below.
Hawthorn's Pool derives its name from the fact that in it*

apparently soundless waters a young and accomplished Eng¬
lish clergyman lost his life while bathing ; and Uanck's Sli¬
ding Place is so called because a native of this region once

slipped off of the rock into a sheet of foam, but by the kind¬
ness of Providence he was rescued from his perilous situation
not much injured, but immensely frightened.

But of all the scenes which I have been priviUged to enjoy
in the Tallulah chasm, the most glorious and superb was wit¬
nessed in the night time. For several days previous to my
coming here the woods had boen on fire, and I waa constanly
on the watch for a night picture of a burning forest. On
one occasion, as I was about retiring, I aaw a light in the di-
rection of the Falla, and concluded that I would take a walk
to the Devil's Pulpit, which was distant from my tarrying
place some hundred and fifty yards. Soon as I reached there
I felt convinced that the fire would soon be in plain view, for
I was on the western side of the gorge, and the wind was

blowing from the eastward. In a very few momenta my an¬

ticipations were reslized, for I saw the flame licking np the
dead leaves which covered the ground and also stealing up
the trunk of every <lry tree in its path. A warm current of
aii was now wailed to my cheek by the breeze, and I discov¬
ered with intense satisfaction that an immense dead pine which
hung over the opposite precipice (and whose dark form I had
noticed distinctly pictured against the crimson back ground)
had been reached by the flame, and in another moment it was
entirely in a blaze. The excitement which now took posses¬
sion of my mind was absolutely painful < and, as I threw
my arms around a small tiee, and peered into the horrible
chasm, my whole frame shook with an indescribable emotion.
The magnificent torch directly in front of me did not seem to
have any effect upon the surrounding daiknees, but threw a

ruddy and deathlike glow upon every abject in the bottom of
the gorge. A flock of vulturee which were roosting far down
in the ravine were frightened out of their sleep, and in their
dismay, as they attempted to riee, flew against the cliffia and
amoogst the trees, until they finally dfcappeared ; and a num¬

ber of bats and other winged creatures were winnowing their
wsy in every direction. The deep black pools beneath were

enveloped in a more interne blackness, while the foam and
spray of a neighboring fell were made a thousand- fold more

beautiful than before. The vines, and lichens, and mosass

seemed to cling more cloeely then usual to their parent rocks;
and when an occasional ember fell from its grsat height far
down, and still further down into the abyas below, it made me

dizzy and I retreated from my mending position. In leas
than twenty minutee from that time th* Are waa exhaueted,
and the pall of night had settled upon the lately so brilliant
chasm, and no vestige of the truly mamdona aoane remained
but an occasional wreath of smoke lad** away into the up¬
per air.

Daring my stay at the Falls of Tallulah I made every effort
to obtain an Indian legend or two connected with them, and
it was my good fortune to hear one which has never yet been
printed. It was originally obtained by the white man who
first discovered the Falls from the Cberobaes, who lived in this
region at the time. It is in substance as fellows : Many gene¬
rations ago it so happened that several famous banters, who
had wandered from the West towards what is now ths Savan¬
nah river in search of game, never returned to their camping
grounds. In process of time the curiosity as well as the fears
of the nation were excited, and an effort was made to ascer¬

tain the cause of their singular disappearance. Whereupon
a party of medicine-men were deputed to make a pilgrimage
towards the great river. They were abeen t for a whole moon,
and, on n lurning to their friends, they reported that they bad
discovered a dreadful fissure in an unknown part of the coun¬

try, through which a mountain torrent took its way with a

deerening noiee. They said that it was an exceedingly wild
place, and that its inhabitants were a species of little men
and wontrn, who dwelt in the crevice of the rocks and ia the
grottoes under the waterfalls. They bad attempted by every
artifice in their power to hold a council with the little people,
but all in vain ; and, from the sbrieks they frequently ottered,
the medicine-men knew that they were the enemies of the
Indian raee ; and, therefore, it waa concluded in the nation at
large that the long lost hunters had been decoyed to their
leath in the dreadful gorge which th*y called Talljlah. In
riew of this little legend, it is worthy of remark that the
Cherokee nation, previous to their departure for the distant
West, always avoided the Falls of Tallalab, aod were sel-
lom found hunting or fishing in thoir vicinity.
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